iiS                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Author$) Scribes and Readers                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   i\\
abstinence and moderation of the curly Church, saying1 among
other things that the Church, in proportion as she hath grown
in wealth, hath much decreased in the virtues?   Moreover,
Gerald would sometimes say (as is not beside the mark to
relate here) how the monks of St SwSthun at Winchester,
with their Prior at their head, grovelled in the dust before
Henry II., King of England, and complained to him with
tears and wailing that their bishop, Richard, who was in place
of an abbot to them, had taken away three of their daily
dishes*    Whereupon  the  King  asked   how   many  dishes
remained, and they answered, "Ten, for it is an ancient custom
with us to have thirteen/*   <c How!" said the King, " I and my
court am content with three dishes.   Perish therefore your
bishop unless he reduce your dishes in the monastery to as
few as my dishes at court!"   To what purpose is this waste?
especially among men vowed to Religion and wearing the
religious habit, for these superfluities might have been sold
and given  to the poor,    Now this is  the reason which
they give and whereby they colour their proceedings, that
this excessive multitude of dishes hath been invented and
suffered in their Order for the sake of increasing and multi-
plying their alms.   Yet they would be better counselled, and
scandal would better be avoided, and it would more profit
their honour and modesty, if they were content with fewer
dishes and would feed the poor of Christ with those super-
fluities; whereby they might temper their appetite and cut off
occasion of scandal and bring far greater and more wholesome
increase unto their alms.
Gerald therefore, proceeding on his way to London, found
Richard, Archbishop of Canterbury, in a certain manor of his
not far from that city; by whom he was kept that night and
received with honourable hospitality as one who had been his
beloved and familiar friend, [He proceeded to Southwark
and visited the Bishop of Winchester,] And the Bishop,
to whom he had been well known, seeing him come in with his
companions, and the tokens of St Thomas of Canterbury
hanging round their necks,and marvelling at the audden coming
of this Gerald, whom he knew to have been so long in France,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